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Contributions should be given to a member of the magazine team, 
placed in the  KMC Magazine pigeonhole, or sent by email to  

kmcmagazine@hotmail.co.uk 

If you type an item on a computer, please try to email it. This saves 
us time by not re-typing it! We use Microsoft Publisher to produce the 
magazine, and can read from most word processor software, or from 
a text file. 

We are delighted to announce that Hannah Crane has joined the 
Magazine Team as a Proof Reader. Welcome on board, Hannah! We 
still need more help - any offers?     

The KMC Magazine team are: Ian Kelly, Hannah Crane, Allan & 
Yvette Wright 
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All Good Things..... 
Well here it is, my final article for the Magazine. Five years is both 
nothing at all and a lifetime when you think about it. So what do I write 
on behalf of myself, Sandra and Thomas? 

Firstly ï thank you. Thank you for sharing the journey with us, whether 
you are a member of the Church, a friend in the Community, a user of 
the Church buildings, someone ministered to through the occasional 
services of Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals or even in Tomôs case 
someone who shops in Knaphill Co-op. Journeys are important and 
map reading in our household is not always perfect (and neither is the 
driverôs patience). The same is true of our journey, itôs had its ups and 
downs; but the ups would not be ups without the downs. 

Ups include personal friendships (we wonôt say who ï but you know 
who you are) the downs when one of them dies and for Thomas that 
was the death of Joyce Ing ï one of many church members in both 
churches to go to glory during our time in the circuit. Thankfully we 
celebrate a risen Lord and death has lost its sting, so with Easter 
recently behind us we know that though our paths split we will be 
reunited in Heaven ï although Epsom is a little closer. 

Thank you to my Senior Stewards - Peter Milne and Stephen Gurd for 
their support during my Ministry at Knaphill and to Jean Morwood at 
Addlestone. Interestingly Jean has recently started her journey and 
Stephen is about to end his next April, and Iôm pleased that, subject to 
election at next yearôs AGM, Sally Barber will take over that role. 

Sandra has loved her ministry at both churches and they have been 
very different, but equally rewarding. It will be a great wrench leaving 
the young people at Knaphill ï each of you needs to know that you 
are Godôs special child, and Sandra has counted it a real privilege to 
teach you and to see you grow up over the years. We will miss you 
greatly. At Addlestone Sandra has enjoyed leading Thursday Coffee 
and Prayer Mornings, and itôs been wonderful to be part of a caring 
community which now looks out for each other as real family and no 
longer as just an act of duty. 

For Thomas... well, football nights with Alan Stockwell (anything to get 
to Sky Sports) will be a highlight, and a friendship which got Tom 



4                                                                                 KMC MAGAZINE  

running and hopefully that will continue. Another up is Thomasô skills 
on the Audio Visual desk where he is the master of the visual. The 
team are looking for two people to replace him so clearly he is almost 
irreplaceable. 

Secondly, we thank God for the developments in the life of the 
church. The brief at Knaphill when I arrived was to grow the Junior 
Church and develop the house groups - the reality is that Junior 
Church has grown massively, but sadly house groups have not 
flourished as we would have hoped. However, I remember standing at 
Walton saying my goal was to double the size of the church in 
numbers, and in the spirituality of those who worshipped. Did I 
succeed? Well, I guess the answer is yes, in part. Membership 
numbers have remained static over five years (the only church in the 
circuit to achieve that), and when I arrived the Membership list was 
wildly overstated. Our real Membership has probably increased from 
70 to 110, which is good, but not quite double. Attendance on 
Sundayôs fluctuates, but is certainly up from on average 60 to 80 and 
we are now pleased that the church is full at  Parades, Remembrance 
and Christingle services. Even better is the All Souls Service, which 
now sees massive numbers of people attending. Through such links 
people have come into church, in particular Desna and her family, and 
Iôm delighted that on my last Sunday at Knaphill we will welcome 
Desna into Membership. 

As to growth in spirituality ï how can you measure it? My belief is that 
the Spirituality of the Church has developed significantly. Examples 
are the Leadership Team, and the growth in the number of Local 
Preachers, as well as the many people who have over recent months 
expressed their gratitude for the help we have given as they have 
grown in faith. 

Thirdly, I thank God for our journey as a family. Knaphill and latterly 
Addlestone was our first ministerial appointment. Clearly I did 
reasonably well having been invited to become Superintendent of the 
Sutton Circuit - a large and responsible appointment. We will never 
forget you or the Circuit.  

As a probationer Nick made his mark and David Hinchliffe was brave 
enough to allow Nick the freedom to take risks. Two years in and the 
Testimony Service was a wonderful day when Nick challenged us all 
to work harder at fair trade including the Mayor of Woking. Praise God 
for the inroads that have been made and as we leave we ask you to 
continue to work to stop People Trafficking. Ordination followed in 
Blackpool and it was wonderful that the circuit came and supported 
us. He never looked back with District roles and latterly a role within 



 SUMMER  2010                                                                                                                5  

the Connexion, and we thank you for allowing Nick the time to serve 
the wider church. Thomas has grown up from teenager to man and 
we survived the process! He has served on the Church Council, and 
the church has benefitted from his love and concern.  

Sandra has retired from work and now works part time and was well 
supported by her house group through all the changes. All of these 
events remind us of the prayer we have been held in and we thank 
you all. 

And now itôs farewell services, packing up and moving on. We go with 
excitement to the future and with ears longing to hear word of 
Addlestone and Knaphill in the future, for just as our paths split so 
another joins and you will I am sure be blessed by David, Debbie and 
their family. A new minister always leaves you wondering what they 
will be like. When David Tennant regenerated into Matt Smith (or at 
least the Doctor did) we wondered if Matt Smith would be any good ï 
as we approach the end of this series of Doctor Who the answer is a 
resounding yes ï so change is good and a new face can be good. 

At Paul Steinôs recognition service as a Local Preacher I was 
privileged to be asked to preach ï my text was Acts 2:14-47. These 
are words spoken by Peter which are good words for us and for you: 

ñI saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I 
will not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue 
rejoices; my body also will live in hope, because you will not abandon 
me to the grave, nor will your Holy Spirit see decay. You have made 
known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your 
presence.ò 

May you always know Godôs joy and his presence. 

Finally, we hope to say farewell properly over the next couple of 
months, please do join us on: 

13th June Farewell Service at Knaphill at 10.00 am  

11th July Circuit Farewell to Nick and David at Knaphill at 5pm  

See Steve or Shirley for more information. 

I would also like to invite you to my Welcome Service on Sunday 29th 
August at 2.45pm at Epsom Methodist Church. 

 

 

 

Nick Sandra & Thomas 

       30th May 2010 

48 Lane End Drive, Knaphill,  

Woking, Surrey. GU21  2QG  

nick.oborski@methodist.org.uk 01483 472524 
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Love Your Church         Christine Woodley 

Dear Friends at KMC  

I just wanted to share with you 
a few thoughts and feelings 
following the Church Spring 
Clean Day on 1st May. 

I am sure most of you 
groaned inwardly as I did 
when Nick reminded us that 
there was a job needing doing 
and too few volunteers. 
However, on Saturday 1st May a willing band of helpers arrived, 
including some Junior Church members, to ñdo the dirtyò. 

Very soon we took up positions and were actively involved with 
dusting, polishing and wall washing etc. while Sandra kept up a 
constant supply of tea and coffee to keep us going. 

Lunch was also on hand for those who were able top stay through the 
day. Some of the ladies who are usually seen in the kitchen were 
busy cooking, so every need was accommodated. 

Although we worked hard, there was always the spirit of fun and 
friendship, and the good fellowship that evolves from working 
together for the same good - God loves a willing worker. Our efforts 
were well appreciated on Sunday morning, the Church looking clean 
and smelling fresh - so well done everyone! 

So why donôt we love our CHURCH every Spring in the same way we 
love our own homes? If we did, it would always look bright and well 
loved! 

For those of us who canôt come on Spring Clean Day, or are 
physically unable to, perhaps they may wish to donate a tin of polish 
or window spray, or even a pack of cleaning cloths - then everyone 
would be included. 

In a few weeks time a similar day will be held to do the painting, so 
watch the Weekly Notices for more information, and DONôT BE SHY - 
come and join in! 

Love and God Bless 

Christine 
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RUTH THE MUSICAL 

On Saturday 25th 
September I am producing a 
musical based on the story of 
Ruth in the Bible. I have 
written this musical over the 
last five years and hope that I 
can bring together a choir 
from all areas of our church 
family to perform and enact 
this story. 

I do hope that you will support me in this giant effort and you will come 
and have a go, whatever your singing ability. I do so want this to be a 
joint effort.  

Although I do not want to go outside our church family to recruit 
singers, I would welcome anyone who thinks that they would like to 
join us for this occasion. 

This is our Harvest Weekend and at the end of the musical we will 
have a meal together to finish off the evening - Methodist style. 

There will be lots of further information over the weeks coming and 
dates and times of rehearsals. 

So please put this special date in your diaries. 

Thank you.   John Mynard 

Table Top Sale 

A big thank you to everyone who supported and 
helped at my first Table Top Sale on 8th May. A lot 
of fun was had by all and £155 was raised. This 
figure was then matched by a very kind member 
(who wishes to remain anonymous), so we are 
pleased to pass on £300 to the Mission Funds.   

Thanks to all for good fun and fellowship, and 
especially the love shown by the anonymous 
donor.             Christine Woodley 

http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/
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Midnight Walk 
As some of you may know, Woking Hospice are once again holding their 
Midnight Walk for ladies on Friday 18th June.   

This is a great evening and helps raise much needed funds for our local 
hospice. Like last year, I am hoping to take part and complete the walk (10 
miles) and any donations that anyone feels able to make for this worthwhile 
cause will be gratefully received, no matter how small.  

I can be contacted on 772894 or by email:carlgillball@yahoo.co.uk or by 
seeing me at church. Thank you 

Gill Ball 

 

 

Raj Chhetri recent acted the role of the Dalai 
Lama in Woking Community Play Association's 
presentation of the play ñThe Vision".  

This is his reflection on the play. 

 

The Woking Community Play Association's presentation ñThe Visionò 
depicts a true life story of a limited number of refugees, including children, 
that Joyce Pearce brought to her refugee agency, the Ockenden Venture in 
Woking. Joyce and her associates also opened refugee agencies in the 
Himalayan foot-hill town of Moosoorie and in Africa. The cordial friendship 
between Miss Pearce, a devout and committed Christian, and Dalai Lama, 
the spiritual head of the Tibetan Buddhism, shows their understanding of 
humanity, and their translation of "Love thy Neighbour as thyself" into action 
fortified inter-faith dialogue and commitment: Humanitarian act transcends 
all Faiths. 

The promenade style presentation encompassed spectators on the floor of 
the show. During the portrayal of the Ockenden Venture, the essence of 
compassion and positive neighbourliness permeated, generating empathy 
and a genuine concern for the real refugees. Harrowing scenes of hundreds 
of the Vietnamese refugees - ñBoat Peopleò - cramped in small boats, 
vessels of hope, ñfloating, floatingò away from tyranny of Vietcong's until 
intercepted by the Vietnamese Navy, imparted that ñsinking, sinkingò feeling 
of an utter hopelessness. Privation, murder and separations of spouses for 
many years in different detention camps and  fears of deportation engulfed 
and affected them mentally and physically; testing one's faith, the fathom of 
spirituality and the reality of one's mortality. The scene of an Afghan 
woman's dilemma over her ambition of becoming a doctor and the traditional 
expectation on her gender challenged principles of the Human Rights. The 

mailto:carlgillball@yahoo
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Sudanese market scene 
exemplified the survival 
instinct of displaced people 
armed with hope and 
determination. 

For the Eastern European 
refugee children of Post War 
Europe, still enduring harsh 
life at ñwretched campsò, 
Miss Pearce and her 
associates had kindly 
arranged a holiday in 
England, which alleviated 
hardship and uncertainty 
as  they stayed in the safe havens of Ockenden Venture. With abundant 
kindness and empathy, Woking's residents showered on the East 
Europeans, Tibetans, Afghans and Vietnamese, imprinted on them the great 
British traditions of supporting the underdogs and the quintessential British 
sense of ófairplayô. Sarte, the Latvian, went to a local girls' Grammar school, 
progressing to  a university and an UN agency job. 

The five original Vietnamese orphans, their mobility affected by diseases, 
saw the play and shed many tears as they reminisced over their rescue 
operation by the Ockenden Venture. After the show one former Vietnamese 
refugee who was cared for in Woking, now mother of two teenagers, spoke 
lovingly about her time at Greenfield School near the Ockenden Venture. A 
former Bosnian refugee, supported by her family and friends, saw the play 
three times. These real refugees and former Ockenden officials in the 
audience identified themselves with players in scenarios, saying ñthat's me, 
without Ockenden I would not be hereò.  

Players from the age of 6 to 82 years old, playing multiple roles, exuding 
exuberance and commitment, gave their all, their best shots. Unbeknown to 
ñThe Visionò cast and crew, two visiting play directors in the audience had 
commented: ñit was a sleek performanceò. ñThis Promenade performance 
exacted smooth transformation of scenes in three platforms and a stage; 
timely action of performers in the right platform at the right time for the right 
scene with the right dialogue/lines. Synchronisation for lighting, music, 
sound effects, solo singer and the background crews' professional handling 
of props heightened atmosphere and enhanced realism. ñThe Visionò 
celebrates Joyce Pearce and associates' faith in actions as they journeyed 
on with their precious refugees to reach the Rainbow.ò  

Rajen Chhetri, the ñHigh Llamaò of Knaphill.   

Raj and leading lady Natasha Moore, who played Joyce 
Pearce,  founder of the Ockenden Venture  
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Knaphillôs Churches - Community Events 

Monday 28th June  

Bible Exhibition meeting at Knaphill Baptist Church  8pm.  

Next year the publication of the first Bible is to be  recognised as being 400 
years old. The media will be making a big issue about this and 'All 
Churches' wanted to do the same in and around Lent. We have had a few 
ideas, it had been suggested that a story is  selected from the Bible and 
brought to life, or that we have a theme that we work with, but really we 
need help. If you feel gifted to help with ideas please, please, please 
contact Jane Ing and come along on the 28th.  
  
Tuesday 29th June  

Ecumenical Service at The Vyne will be held at 11am hosted by all the 
churches. Please come along and join in the celebrations.  
  
Tuesday 17th -  Friday 20th August  

10am -  1.30pm Knaphill Baptist Church is hosting a school holiday activity 
week for 6 -11 year olds.  

at Mizens Railway, Barrs Lane, Knaphill 

Horticultural Show 

Plant Swap Shop 

Steam Fairground Organ 

Live Music 

Train Rides 

BBQ  

Stalls 

Crafts 

Farmerõs Market 

Community Groups 

Along with other Knaphill Churches, and the Kingôs House Coffee 
Shop, KMC will also have a stall and we will need people to help! If 
you are able to help for an hour or more, then speak to Sally Barber, 
who is co-ordinating our participation in the Show. Thank you. 

1.45 to 5pm     Lotõs to see and do! 
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Choir Green Fellowship  

This group continues to meet weekly at 5 Choir 
Green at 10.15am. We continue looking at Acts. 
Our last meeting before the Summer break is 
Tuesday 20th July, restarting on 14th 
September . All are welcome.  

Enquiries - Vera Flood, 831998 

If you are free on a Wednesday afternoon we meet in room three 
at the church between 1.30pm and 2pm on the following dates: 

  9th June  Julie Stearn - All About the Crematorium 

 23rd June  Rev. Nick Oborski 

 14th July  Who do You Think You Are? 

    with Sheila Mynard 

 28th July  12.30pm Lunch 

Do come along if you can. Weôll meet again on 8th September. 

Enquiries Joan Bearman 474354 or Ella Allen 830154 

 

Marilyn, née Elliot, and Tom Meller were married at KMC on 6th 
August 1960. 

They will be celebrating their Golden Wedding on 
Saturday 7th August with an ñOpen Houseò at 
White Lodge, 20 Queens Road, Bisley, between 
11am and 7pm. 

All members and friends of KMC are invited to 
drop in at any time during the day, to share their celebration! 

Megan & Ted Gibson (former members of KMC) celebrate their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary in June. We wish them well and 
congratulations! 
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Oakleaf Enterprise 
I have been a trustee of Oakleaf, a 
Guildford based charity for eight 
years; and chair of the board for the 
past year. The charity supports around 100 people with mental health 
problems each year ï from the Guildford, Woking, Surrey Heath and 
Waverley areas. Its focus is on training and education (horticulture, 
upholstery, IT) and supporting people to return to employment. 

Like many charities, the recession is having a detrimental impact on 
our finances ï finding work for people with mental health problems is 
more challenging and the public sector (Surrey County Council and 
NHS) is implementing funding cuts. 

KMC has supported the charity ï the coffee money last quarter and 
the printing of the magazine, before we did it in house, which is 
appreciated. There are other ways you could support the charity ï 

Oakleaf provides a gardening service, upholstery, printing and 
packing 

You could make a donation or become a friend of Oakleaf 

You could support one of our fundraising events: 

o An Open Garden Event on Wednesday 16th June 2010 
from 6-8pm in Elstead  with Penelope Keith, our patron. 

o A concert by ACM Gospel Choir on Friday 24th 
September 2010 at 7.30pm at Surrey University.  

For those of you new to Knaphill ï Oakleaf was originally part of and 
based in Brookwood Hospital until 10 years ago, when it became an 
independent charity ï so its roots are in Knaphill! 

Please support us at this difficult time. For more information ï 
www.oakleaf-enterprise.org Tickets can be ordered/bought from 
Oakleaf (01483) 303649  info@oakleaf-enterprise.org    Liz Funning 

ñAll Aboard!ò Holiday at Home Special  
25th - 27th August at Holy Trinity Church Hall 

For three days in August from 10am - 4.30pm a 
ñholiday at homeò for older people. Chat, coffee, guest 
speakers, lunch, outings, all holiday fun! Many 
volunteers are needed to run this event, so the people 
at Holy Trinity need our help! Can you assist? There is 
a form for volunteers, and participants, in the Welcome 
Area. Please see Joan Bearman for more information. 
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Comings and Goings 
In a few weeks time we will see some changes in the Pastoral Team 
in the Circuit. We are well aware that our Minister, Nick, leaves us in 
July to become the Superintendent at Epsom. You may not be aware 
that also leaving is David Hinchliffe, our Superintendent and  Minister 
at Walton-on Thames. David and family are moving to the Channel 
Islands. 

Below are words from David & Nick, that also appear in the recent 
issue of ñFlight Pathò, and some words of introduction from the 
ñNewbiesò, David Faulkner, our new Minister, and Mike Deacon, who 
will be our new Superintendent.  

From David Hinchlffe: 

Dear friends, 

I have just finished reading the latest instalment in Alexander McCall 
Smithôs Number One Ladies Detective Series ï ñTea Time for the 
Traditionally Built.ò They are the kind of books I finish and feel better 
for having read them ï as if a little of the Botswana sun they eulogise 
have fallen on the reader. 

In the book Mma Ramotswe, the number one lady detective, 
contemplates a recent story about the end of the earth. She discusses 
this after church with her friend, the Anglican bishop whose wise reply 
is this: 

ñI do not think this is going to happen in the near future, Mma 

Ramotswe... And, frankly, I donôt think that we should worry too 

much about that. Our concern should be about what is happening 

right now. There is plenty of work for love to do, you know.ò  

ñThere is plenty of work for love to do, you know.ò I am in shock as I 
find that I am writing my final letter for Flight Path before I leave the 
Circuit in July. I feel as if I have only just arrived. Where have the last 
five years gone?! I want to take this opportunity to thank you all for the 
encouragement, support, love and prayers you have offered to me 
and my family during the last five years. I also want to thank my 
colleagues (past and present) for putting up with this new 
superintendent. Thanks for the mercy shown! 

It has been a privilege to share in the life of each church, to see new 
ways in which God has been at work, to walk alongside you when 
things have not been easy, and to help you explore the vision God is 
calling you to live into. What an exciting time it has been! 

I am also reminded, though, that Methodist ministry is a little like a 
bus service ï two leave and another two arrive! I am sure that you will 
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give Mike Deacon and David Faulkner and their families the same 
support you have given to me and mine. 

I am thankful too, that ministry does not and never should be 
dependent on one person ï certainly not the minister. It is a ministerôs 
privilege to draw alongside you, as you discern Godôs calling and 
share in Godôs ministry. 

And I am encouraged by the wise advice given to Mma Ramotswe, 
that ñthere is plenty of work for love to do, you know.ò That is really 
Godôs challenge to me and to each of us. There is plenty of work for 
love to do, you know.  

We continue to live in dangerously alienated times ï the world is not a 
peaceful place, nor at times are our own communities. And that 
means that the task of showing ï not just talking but showing Godôs 
love becomes even more and more important. For even as the world 
might be a dangerous place, yet we are called to offer a vision of a 
generous-spirited Christianity which is filled not with its own self-
importance, but with love for God, and love for all our neighbours. 

So while we await the full completion of Godôs kingdom, we have work 
to do. In fact ñThere is plenty of work for love to do, you know.ò So ï 
over to you! 

May God bless you, your churches, and the Woking and Walton-on-
Thames Circuit. And thank you for letting me walk with you. 

Yours in Christ, David. 

 

Nick, Sandra & Tom: 

Five years have flashed by and Sandra, Thomas and I wish to 
express our appreciation to everyone in the Circuit for your friendship. 
We have been privileged to serve Knaphill and more recently 
Addlestone and to see Godôs gracious hand on our ministry. 
Highlights include the formation of an Iranian Community at Knaphill, 
the development of a strong Junior Church, encouraging five people 
to become Local Preachers, seeing Paul complete that process and 
the others well on their way and knowing that two people will offer 

to candidate for the Presbyteral Ministry in 2010/11. At Addlestone 
seeing a growing confidence in the congregation and a desire to see 
God in action which was summed up recently when we welcomed two 
adults, Eddie and Shel, into Membership through Baptism and 
Confirmation. In both Churches Membership has remained static but 
that masks the growth in Sunday attendance and the message is 
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simple the Church is not in decline - God is on the move. This has 
been a joint ministry and in truth it will be Sandra who is missed more 
than Nick. 

And now we, like God, are on the move and so we up sticks and 
move to Epsom where Nick takes pastoral charge as well as 
becoming Superintendent of the Sutton Circuit. Please pray for us: for 
Nick as he takes on the privilege of these new responsibilities, for 
Sandra as she seeks Godôs calling in a new and very different set up, 
and for Thomas that he might find a job. 

Finally we want to thank God for each of you because God works his 
purpose out in community. You are the community of God in this 
Circuit and God is leading you forward into new things and we pray 
Godôs blessing on you all. 

Nick, Sandra and Thomas Oborski 

 

Rev Dr Mike Deacon and family 
Marion and I, along with our two 
daughters, Naomi and Hannah, are 
looking forward to meeting you and 
making friends in Walton and across 
the Circuit. 

Woking and Walton-on-Thames will be 
the third Circuit in which Iôve served ï 
following on from terms in Hatfield and 
currently Swindon. Prior to becoming a 
minister, I worked in engineering 
research both at university and in industry before moving to 
Cambridge to undertake my ministerial training. Whilst continuing to 
be of benefit to me in many respects, my former career also inspires 
my ongoing attention to the faith-science dialogue which I follow with 
interest. 

Marion is an artist and pursues the subject area of landscape painting 
using a range of media. As well as creating her own art, she teaches 
others. 

Both Naomi and Hannah attend primary school, and also enjoy 
belonging to several clubs there and beyond. 

As a family we enjoy being part of our local church and community. 
Amongst many things, we love to travel and explore new places, go to 
the theatre and spend time with friends. 
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Rev David Faulkner and family 
Letôs start with the youngest. Mark (6 
in August) has a keen interest in 
reading (favourite places: the library 
and Waterstoneôs), especially 
dinosaurs. He enjoys Boysô Brigade, 
riding on his scooter and swimming. 
And woe betide you if you exceed the 
speed limit by one mile an hour: you 
will know! 

Rebekah is 7 and very outgoing. She 
loves dancing, parties, roller skating, 
bike riding, swimming, High School Musical and Rainbows. She is 
looking forward to starting Brownies and making new friends. She has 
particular talents in arts and crafts and chocolate eating. 

Debbie gave up work as an internal auditor to be a full time 
homemaker. She has helped at the pre-school, in the school 
classroom, on the PTA and with National Childbirth Trust sales. She 
loves walking, visiting church members, coffee and lunches. Favourite 
TV: Doctor Who [Editor: Oh no!], Torchwood, Lost and the Sci-Fi 
Channel. 

Dave loves cricket, football (Spurs) and rugby, but most of all his 
family. He is a gadget boy, enjoying computing (especially ósocial 
mediaô), his iPod and digital photography. Although originally from 
London, his relatives now live in Fleet. 

He longs to see the churchôs approach to mission change from ócomeô 
to ógoô. 

Read more from David Faulkner on page 23 

Dates to Note: 

A Service of Farewell for David Hinchliffe, Nick Oborski and 

their families will be held at Knaphill Methodist Church on 

Sunday 11th July at 5pm. (you can be home in time to watch the World Cup Final!) 

Guest Preacher: Rev John Hellyer (Chair of District) 

 

A Service of Welcome for Rev Mike Deacon (Superintendent 

and Minister at Walton-on-Thames) and Rev David Faulkner 

(Minister at Knaphill and Addlestone), and their families, will be 

held at Walton-on-Thames Methodist Church on Friday 3rd 

September at 7.30pm. Guest Preacher: Rev John Hellyer 
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The Power of Prayer 

When my job was made 
redundant last October, I made 
lots of plans for all the free time 
I was going to have after a 
busy career in teaching, market 
research and customer 
services. Little did I know that I 
was in for a shock diagnosis of 
non-Hodgkin lymphoma, i.e. a 
treatable cancer of the lymph 
system. I was diagnosed on 1st 
February and started a course 
of chemotherapy which will 
continue until the summer. 

One of the very first things Alan 
and I did was to tell our family 
and friends as we felt we 
needed as much support as 
possible to see us through this 
time. We have been blessed 
with the most fantastic 
response ï meals, offers of 

help, gifts, flowers, emails, letters and cards have all flooded in for 
which we are extremely grateful but most of all we have been very 
aware of the power of the prayers which people have offered on our 
behalf.  

Sitting slightly stunned in the hospital waiting room after diagnosis, we 
prayed that God would help us though this crisis ï we can honestly 
say that our prayers did not go unanswered. The NHS system 
seemed to swing into action immediately and our experience over the 
last few months has been extremely positive. We felt we could see 
Godôs love working through the RSCH medical staff and the Fountain 
Centre volunteers and therapists providing patient support. Everything 
seemed to work so efficiently - far from the nightmare scenario one 
could imagine with a sudden dramatic piece of news. We seemed to 
gain strength from the people we came into contact with from porters 
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to doctors and volunteers and really believed that we were seeing 
more examples of good rather than bad arising from the shock 
diagnosis. We felt literally uplifted by prayer which seemed to prevent 
us from giving into despair or tears.  

What I am describing may seem rather vague but a couple of 
incidents were more specific. One afternoon, I was feeling ill due to 
the effects of chemo and steroids when I received a little book 
ñThinking of Youò from ex-KMC friends Ken and Margaret James in 
Melbourne. I was so tired I let the book fall open at these words from 
St Teresa of Avila which stopped me from feeling depressed. 

óLet nothing disturb you  
Let nothing dismay you 

All things pass 
God never changesô 

I fell asleep reading another verse: 

óCome to me,  
all you who are weary and burdened,  

and I will give you restô.  

When I woke, I felt refreshed and much more positive ï concern and 
worry had simply disappeared. 

Another evening, I was dreading going to bed as I was afraid I would 
be spending many hours awake. A relative, called Jim - a Baptist 
minister - phoned as he had just heard of my illness from his sister. 
He immediately told me that he was concerned that I would have 
trouble sleeping. He gave me some advice about prayer - I was 
amazed that he had tuned in to my thoughts as he just seemed to 
have guessed what my main concern was without even asking me.  

Thankfully, since that evening, I have been sleeping better and 
dealing with occasional wakefulness more rationally. All these 
experiences have convinced us that the Holy Spirit is working through 
people to bring us help and support and we are extremely grateful. I 
have two more chemo sessions to go, but I am already classed as 
being in complete remission - so again many thanks to all who have 
helped us through this life changing experience.           

Shirley Stockwell 
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Shirley has touched on many things that we have experienced over 
the last few months since her diagnosis and we are so thankful for 
everyoneôs thoughts and prayers.  

We have a lot of friends, both Christian and non-Christian, and all of 
you are doing your part whether spiritually or practically or both. I think 
it is fair to say that without you and without our faith we would have 
found things a lot more difficult. We have prayer chains supporting us 
in Melbourne, Calgary, Kingsley in Cheshire and of course here in 
Knaphill and Woking. The power of this prayer has been overwhelming 
and the extent of Godôs love, from time to time, has caught me by 
surprise. In addition, we have been able to witness and offer support to 
staff at the Royal Surrey who are going through their own difficulties in 
life.  

To summarise, I have never felt closer to God than over the last few 
months. I suppose it is natural to say that but I can honestly say I have 
never felt such love, such comfort and such peace. We pray that this 
will continue through the remainder of Shirleyôs treatment and that this 
will also continue to provide us with opportunities to witness at first 
hand what God is doing in our lives.  

Finally, and I suppose I couldnôt miss this opportunity, I have been, 
and shall continue to do, some very practical things for the 
organisations that are supporting us. I would like to thank everyone 
who helped me raise £1120 on behalf of The Lymphoma Association 
at the BUPA Great Manchester 10k run in May. If you missed that 
appeal, I shall be running the Robin Hood half-marathon in September 
with Jenna on behalf of The Fountain Centre, the support group for 
cancer sufferers and their carers at the Royal Surrey County Hospital.  

If you would like to sponsor me, please see me after Church but 
please note I am not expecting anyone to donate to both events.   

Alan Stockwell 

 Piglet sidled up to Pooh from behind.   

"Pooh!" he whispered.  

"Yes, Piglet?"  

"Nothing," said Piglet, taking Pooh's paw.   

"I just wanted to be sure of you."   

A.A. Milne  
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Testimonies 

Both Ruth Pugh and Paul Stein have recently announced their intention 
to candidate for Ministry in the Methodist Church. Both have cited their 
Testimony at recent morning services. Those who may have missed 
these services can read Ruthôs testimony below, and we hope to have 
Paulôs in the next issue. 

 

Ruth Pugh 

I grew up in a Christian family as one of 
eight children. My first introduction to 
Methodism was when I was seven and we 
moved and the village Anglican church that 
my parents went to didnôt have a Sunday 
School so I was sent to the Methodist 
Sunday School.  

My faith became personal and real to me 
over time as a teenager and the major 
influences in that was a Church Missionary 
Society camp I went to, my Aunt being the 
Area CMS rep, my Godfather, an Anglican 
minister, my godmother a missionary in 
Uganda and the School Christian Union 
and I was confirmed at 16. 

My first big test of my faith was when I was 17 and had a scholarship to 
America for a year. I went from living in a small village just outside 
Cambridge and a small all girls Grammar school to living in a suburb of 
St Louis, in the Mid west, that was 65% black and 25% Jewish and the 
school 2500 pupils. I went to an Episcopalian church where I received 
a warm welcome into their church family who were there to support me 
when needed. I joined the music group playing my guitar for their folk 
mass service. 

24 years ago as a family we moved to Cornwall, the Anglican church in 
the parish was a long walk and the Sunday School didnôt meet at the 
same as the service so not very practicable with a young family so we 
explored the area and discovered 9 Methodist chapels in the parish 
and a little one much nearer to walk to with a lively Sunday School. 
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This is where we settled and became members of the Methodist 
church. In 1990 we moved to Knaphill moving our membership here.  

The first inkling of a calling to ministry was when I  was chatting to a 
Mum of one of my pupils in May 2006 and she just suddenly dropped 
into the conversation, ñWhen are you giving up your teaching to go 
into the ministry full time?ò  I just dismissed it with ñteaching is my 
careerò. 

Later that year I joined the Worship Leader course with a few others in 
the circuit, learning how to lead worship and put together services, 
everything bar the preaching.  In the final service of the year Julie 
Underwood spoke about footsteps and following them. My New Yearôs 
resolution was I would follow each step, small or large, that God lead 
me on. In February I started receiving comments from work 
colleagues, some I know actively involved in their churches, like ñI 
hear youôre a preacherò; ñyouôd make a good ministerò etc. I started 
questioning God where was he leading? My reaction was it was not 
for me, I just wanted to run the other way, worship leading was 
enough for me, that had already moved me out of my comfort zone. I 
prayed and spent time with God and still kept getting these random 
comments and felt God telling me this was where he wanted me to 
go, so I went to talk to Nick about it. His answer was simple, I was too 
old as I had to do Local Preacher training first. That was great, so I 
said  ñIôm too old God, canôt do itò. I wasnôt interested in becoming a 
Local Preacher and in the May finished the Worship Leaders course.  

In March there was a Worship Leaders and Local Preachers training 
day led by Tom Stukey followed by a circuit service on the Sunday, 
both of which I attended. I donôt know what he said in his sermon but 
had a most peculiar feeling that something happened to me but canôt 
put it into words. It left me questioning where was I going and to do 
what. 

In April in answer to prayer God clearly told me to go on a short term 
mission to the Philippines and after a group of people around me 
praying about it decided it was what God was asking and was 
accepted into the team at the end of May. So that became my focus in 
preparing for the trip and that here also was maybe my calling. I was 
still receiving many comments from very unlikely sources as I sat in 
the office one Saturday having my lunch a colleague said ñyou will 
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take your training all the way and become an ordained minister?ò At 
which point I had no such idea. 

In July, I went with a group to Nickôs Ordination in Cleevethorpes and 
Tom Stukey preached. I had that peculiar feeling again and felt he 
was talking straight to me, and really felt was I being called to be a 
minister. I couldnôt get rid of these thoughts and this calling, just there 
nagging at me. I spent time away from my normal activities wrestling/
talking/debating with God, reading Ezekiel 3 that Tom Stukey had 
used for his sermon and also felt God asking me to read Ezekiel 33. I 
felt God was asking me to be a minister and decided it was time to 
talk to Nick again. As this is now after Conference, he said, ñwell they 
are changing the rules and ages so how about testing the call, youôll 
need to become a Local Preacher firstò. I needed time to pray and talk 
over this next big step, so went off to stay with my father and talked to 
him, and spent time walking and talking with God. I came back and 
told Nick that I would take the next steps. So that week in July it went 
to Church council and they agreed to support me in this. I then talked 
to David Hinchliffe, who said we didnôt really know the age change 
rules, but as long as I could give ten years service it would be fine. So 
I received a note to preach that September, but put off starting my 
Local Preacher training until the December after my trip to the 
Philippines. 

So now I am studying the final section of Faith and Worship, and must 
finish by the summer. I am also working on my candidating portfolio. 
With the new candidating procedure now in place there is an upper 
age limit, and so I need to candidate this year if I am not to be too old. 
This past two and a bit years has been a steep learning curve and a 
rough road as God has been shaping, refining and transforming me 
into the person he wants me to be and some steps have been very 
difficult to take but God has been with me on every step and I have 
had to learn to trust completely in Him.  

As I look back I can see His hand in my life as he has led me into so 
many new experiences and opportunities, and in the people and 
resources he has put around me in my teaching as well as church life. 
I will continue to take each step guided by God as I continue on this 
journey, and go wherever He leads me. 

Ruth 
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The Rev David Faulkner and his family 
arrive at KMC (and Addlestone) in 
September. Here is a personal 
introduction from David to us all. 

We are greatly looking forward to moving 
to Knaphill and meeting you all soon. 
When the circuit profiles for new 
appointments were published last autumn, 
you were top of our list, and everything 
that has happened since has confirmed 
that sense to us. We are looking forward 
to building on what has happened here in 
recent years. We always felt this 
appointment was a good fit to my 
emphases in ministry, and it also brings us closer to my elderly 
parents in Hampshire. 

In the midst of the excitement we also have sadness for the friends 
we shall leave behind in Chelmsford, particularly on the estate where 
our manse is and most especially in the school community, where 
Debbie and I have been very active. 

Having said that, I hear you would like to know a little bit more of us ï 
with some more detail than I was able to include in the Circuitôs ñFlight 
Pathò magazine. Most of my friends call me Dave, although I still 
answer to David. What I donôt answer to is óSirô! I grew up in north 
London, in a place called Edmonton. Itôs immediately north of 
Tottenham, so now you will understand my football allegiances. I was 
part of a Methodist family, but faith didnôt become real and personal 
for me until I was sixteen. 

I was hoping to study Computer Science at Imperial College, but a 
month before A-Levels I sustained serious neck pain and never sat 
the exams. I quit school and took a clerical job in the Civil Service on 
the basis of my O-Levels. 

During that time, my fascination with Theology developed. I became a 
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Local Preacher, and sensed a call to ósomethingô, but I didnôt know 
what. I ended up going to an Anglican theological college as an 
independent student. That place was Trinity College, Bristol, and my 
claim to fame is that I studied under George Carey. Lovely man, 
shame heôs an Arsenal supporter! 

While I was there, my calling crystallised into that of ordained ministry. 
Although I was seeing a wonderful advertisement for the Church of 
England, I returned to my roots and candidated for the Methodist 
ministry. Methodism sent me to Hartley Victoria College in 
Manchester, and I undertook postgraduate research in Christian 
Doctrine at Manchester University. 

Since then, I have served in three Circuits. Firstly, I went to what was 
then called the Waltham Abbey and Hertford circuit. Then I served in 
Medway in Kent. Currently, as you know, I am in Chelmsford. So with 
coming to you, I am developing my specialist interest in ministry to 
churches not far outside the M25! 

What have been some of the highlights? In Hertford, I acted as 
chaplain to a youth ministry that operated across most of the churches 
in the town. Amongst other things, we ran a yearly residential holiday 
at a local public school, and we held a monthly youth worship night in 
the townôs night club. Our slogan? óIf itôs too loud, youôre too old!ô 

In Medway, I was part of an ecumenical team that ran a weekly lunch 
time worship and prayer event, as we worked with local and well 
known worship leaders to pray for Godôs blessing on the area and the 
nation. I also served on a team that planned a major celebration for 
the Millennium, when we took over Gillingham FCôs stadium for a day. 
6,500 people attended a service in the morning, and 2,500 a concert 
later in the day. 

In Chelmsford, we have been looking at ways to work across all 
generations in the church family with the Family Friendly Churchesô 
Trust. We have had great fun with holiday clubs and Messy Church. 

I write all this to show you some of the different things that ministry 
has involved for me. Although I come with deep convictions about 
faith, church, witness and ministry, I also come without prescriptions. 
It is essential that we seek God together about his future for us. 

Debbieôs background is very different. She describes herself as a 
ócountry girlô in comparison to me. She was born and grew up in 
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Lewes, East Sussex, and lived all her life there before she met me 
through a Christian social organisation for singles. We fell in love over 
the óphone before we had ever met each other. 

Debbieôs family were not regular churchgoers, but during her teens 
she came into contact with the local Baptist church through a school 
friend, and found Christ at a youth weekend in the New Forest. By 
this time, though, she and her sister had lost their mum to cancer. 

She took a job firstly at Woolworthôs and then at the County Council, 
eventually training as an Internal Auditor. This took her around 
several council services, not least of all schools. But for some reason 
her favourite job was always to audit the firemen! 

We married in 2001. Initially Debbie worked for Medway Council in 
the Business Rates department, then part-time after Rebekahôs birth 
in their Internal Audit team. She gave up paid work completely with 
Mark. 

Debbie has been heavily involved in our childrenôs school (and before 
that, their pre-school). She loves visiting people. Put the kettle on if 
you see her approaching! Before having the children, her hobbies 
revolved around arts and crafts ï especially rubber-stamping. She 
made all the invitations for our wedding by hand. 

Rebekah came along in March 2003, eleven days late and rather too 
reluctant to come out from the womb where she was enjoying the 
benefits of Debbieôs cravings for Cadburyôs Cr¯me Eggs. She is 
Debbieôs óMini-Meô. She is cheeky, outgoing, loves art and crafts ï 
and fancies herself as deputy mother to Mark. 

Mark was born in August 2004. If Rebekah is Debbieôs doppelganger, 
Mark is mine. Were you to see photos of me at his current age, the 
only difference you would notice would be the hair colour. He shares 
my love of words and numbers. He has an insatiable desire to learn. 

All this makes us older parents, both having a four at the beginning of 
our ages before either child was born. Coming later to parenthood 
than many, we do not want to miss all that it entails. 

So ï thatôs a introduction to us. We look forward to meeting you at 
church, in the community, in your homes, and at the Manse, where 
we shall look forward to offering hospitality. 

Dave Faulkner (on behalf of Debbie, Becky and Mark) 
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 Tickets will be available 
from the H.G.Wells box 
office, Waterstones 
Bookshop Wolsey Place, 
Surrey Music Store all in 
Woking; Brittens Music, 
West Byfleet; and at the 
door.  7ÏËÉÎÇȭÓ Ȱ4ÈÅ +ÅÙȱ 
scheme applies.  
 

For further information, see 
Woking Choral Society 
website at 
www.wokingchoral.org.uk  

or phone 01483 767852/ 
01483 48817  

Registered Charity No. 272451 
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groups that meet on our groups that meet on our 

premises: premises:  

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Pied 
Piper Play School, Knaphill Keep Fit, 

Bisley Ladies Choir, CAMEO,  

Jenny Reedõs School of Dance,  

British Cactus and Succulent Society 

For more information, or hire 
any of the rooms, call the 

Booking Secretary 487869Booking Secretary 487869 

The hall is especially suitable for 
childrenõs parties and can easily 
accommodate a bouncy castle. 

THE KINGõS HOUSE COFFEE SHOPTHE KINGõS HOUSE COFFEE SHOP  
14, High Street, Knaphill, GU21 2PE     Tel: 01483 79975814, High Street, Knaphill, GU21 2PE     Tel: 01483 799758  

EAT IN OR TAKE EAT IN OR TAKE --  AWAYAWAY 

English Breakfast, Jacket Potatoes, Sandwiches, Baguettes,  

and Home Made Cakes, plus daily dinner specials. 

Wednesday is roast meal day. 

Buffet style food can be supplied for anniversaries,  

parties, school functions, funeral teas, etc.  

We also sell bric-a-brac and cards for all occasions. 

OPENING HOURS:  

Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4pm, Saturday 10am to 2.30pm 

Knaphillõs Churches serving the communityKnaphillõs Churches serving the community  

75th Anniversary of KMC 
We are planning a special weekend of celebration for the weekend of 6/7th 
November this year, the 75th Anniversary of our current place of worship. 
However, we need some help. A small team managed successfully to 
organise events for the Rededication Weekend on 19/20 March 2005 (wow, 
that was 5 years ago!) so we need to repeat the exercise.  

Can YOU help? Do you have any ideas? If you would like to be part of a team 
to plan the special weekend for this occasion, please speak to Chris Lowe.  




